^LONDON AND BRISTOL COMPARED2
A SATIRE
TWO Sea-port Cities mark Britannia's Fame,
And these from3 Commerce different Honours claim.
What different Honours shall the Muses pay,
While one inspires, and one untunes the lay?
Now silver Isis bright'ning flows along,                  5
Echoing from Oxford's Shore each classick Song;
Then weds with Tame, and these, O London, see
Swelling with naval Pride, the Pride of Thee!
Wide, deep, unsully'd Thames, meand'ring glides,
And bears thy Wealth on mild majestic Tides.          10
Thy Ships, with gilded Palaces that vie,
In glittering Pomp, strike wondering China's Eye;
And thence returning bear, in splendid State,
To Britain's Merchants India's eastern Freight.
India, her Treasures from her western Shores,            15
Due at thy Feet, a willing Tribute pours;
Thy warring Navies distant Nations awe.
And bid the World obey thy righteous Law.
Thus shine thy manly Sons of lib'ral Mind;
Thy 'Change deep-busied, yet as Courts refin'd;        20
Councils, like Senates, that enforce Debate,
With fluent Eloquence, and Reason's weight,
Whose Patriot Virtue, lawless Pow'r controuls;
Their British emulating Roman Souls.
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